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In 2015, over 300,000 women died during or soon after delivery of a child. Wide
disparities in maternal mortality rate exist between and within regions and countries,
and the risk remains especially high in the developing parts of the world. The United
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) has also highlighted the importance
of reproductive, maternal, newborn and child health. Adequate access to maternal and
child health (MCH) care is pivotal for progress towards the ambitious SDG 2030 target,
and one way of achieving this is to incorporate novel technologies in MCH practices.
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Cultural competence is the ability of a person to effectively interact, work, and develop
meaningful relationships with people of various cultural backgrounds. Cultural
background can include the beliefs, customs, and behaviors of people from various
groups. Gaining cultural competence is a lifelong process of increasing self-awareness,
developing social skills and behaviors around diversity, and gaining the ability fo
advocate for others. It goes beyond tolerance, which implies that one is simply willing
to overlook differences. Instead, it includes recognizing and respecting diversity
through our words and actions in all contexts.
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University hospitals and advanced treatment hospitals in charge of highly specialized
advanced medicine require many graduates from four-year colleges and universities.
In addition, with diversity in healthcare, net increase of nurses with broad perspective
is expected to support people living in local community. In view of future needs, nursing
universities are faced with the responsibility of fostering the next generation of nurses
and researchers of nursing science. Furthermore, it is crucial for each and every nursing
university educator to return to the roots of nursing education based on nursing
science, and establish an educational framework which embodies the independent and
unique nature of nursing science.
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If transcultural nursing is the synthesis of nursing and anthropology, then it is




important to promote the interface of the two disciplines. Basic anthropological
research data about human behavior is needed for nurses to test hypotheses in health
care situations. Nurses need to see the utility of such basic knowledge. When the utility
is seen and applied, nurses will generate more data on people in health care situations,
for cross-cultural testing. However, before nurses can test basic data or generate new
data, they need to see and experience the application of cultural information to health
care situations.
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