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One of the philosophies of this department is to “learn from experience.” Based on this premise, it is my

aim to make my classes memorable and action-based whether doing interactive activities or field work.
[English Communication Seminar] discussion, community service, writing APA style, English major
compulsory class, year-round, 2 credits, 12 people

[2R3£8H3E] researching databases, writing APA style, English major compulsory class, year-round, 2 credits,
15 people

[Philosophy & Society] reading, discussion, case studies, Global Japan Studies (GJS) elective content
course, spring, 2 credits, 18 people

[Internship] discussion, training techniques for assisting in English classes, (GJS) required content course,
spring, 2 credits, 3 people

[Community Development PBL] discussion, community service, training techniques for assisting in English
classes, (GJS), required course, fall, 2 credits, 3 people

[English as a Tool for Communication] reading, discussion, interactive exchanges with American
elementary and high schools, Global Japan Studies (GJS) elective content course, fall, 2 credits, 6 people
[Music and Culture] comparative study of western and Japanese music, presentation, discussion, Global
Japan Studies (GJS) elective content course, fall, 2 credits, 13 people

[Advanced Vocabulary & Note-taking I & II] reading, enhancing vocabulary, academic note-taking,

English Communication elective course, year-round, 2 credits, 9 people

[Intermediate Presentation I & II] discussion, enhancing presentation skills, English Communication

1
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elective course, 2 credits, year-round, 18 people

[Beginner Conversation I & II] enhancing listening and speaking skills, English Communication
compulsory course for junior college students (2 credits), elective course for college students (1 credit),
year-round, 25 people

[ I &II X 2] enhancing four skills of listening, speaking, reading, writing, compulsory course for all

first-year students, 1 credit, year-round, 10-20 people X 2

2. FEOEX

ISAOKINCINIDET | EDTFACEEFEFRTBIAOERNVSIMBOIZ1=TA N HDFT . SFSFRFBRI(NENF15 L
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F=Ibe A=y T SHREBZEMRBIEOISATE, I31 27 - ERRBRFBOEERERCI.

Every class, large or small, has its own unique community with various kinds of students. Therefore, my job
as the instructor is to help students reach their potential by incorporating various learning styles into the
curriculum. At the same time, it is essential to make the content relevant to the students' lives. That is why
a big part of my teaching involves hands-on activities, cooperative learning, projects, themes, and individual
work that activate interest and encourage student-to-student communication. Rather than a teacher-
centered class, I aim to make a student-centered class where students take charge of their learning. For
Seminar, Internship, and Community Development classes, community service is also an important

component to experiential learning.

3. BEDHE

RENFEOE_SEELEE=SFBELUEDNIHET(E, FAOERBIRE. TEILIZDMEEEAE-F I BT LT
9. COBMZEM I BeoIC, FhlE 70-30 IL—ILEHMEL. FEMEEREOD 70% (FEFENUL) Z2R5E(CHESL. FEmH
30% (FREENUT) ZFEILICLTVET . COPTO-FERIRNCIBHCE FEMEZEICHF I 3R1ICEMEER. B
BZTT TSR THENRBIRTY . BRAC(E, EBEOSCEAFINZRIET DIHDA> 1> FBIVR- MEFNDZIENS
(INERIATAV) RRB(IIREDT 4 ANy A RICOFETHEIZLZBEMNELTVET COBIEE, INTOFENTITED
Wz OTIENRIRIEZE . #EN disengaged REAEZIBTENBVESICLET . TANCEZZED TR, FHHTT
TARBELCFEDEBRDTMELIZETORFNIRZSICEINTVET,

In a classroom where English serves as a second or third language for students, my primary goal is to
encourage as much interaction and speaking as possible. To achieve this, I implement a 70-30 rule, ensuring
that students engage in conversation for 70% (or more) of the class time, while the teacher speaks for 30%
(or less). For this approach to be effective, it is essential that students come to class prepared, having
completed their assignments. Homework often includes online learning components designed to enhance
vocabulary and grammar skills, while small writing tasks are intended for verbal sharing during class
discussions. This structure fosters an inclusive environment where every student has the opportunity to

contribute, ensuring that no one feels disengaged. Instead of relying heavily on tests, the evaluation process

primarily focuses on students’ completion of homework and their active participation in class discussions.
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Community service is a vital aspect of my educational philosophy, and in 2024, my students had the
opportunity to make a significant impact on the local community through various initiatives. One highlight
was taking three separate classes to a local orphanage, where they engaged in playtime activities such as
storytelling, games, and crafts. These experiences not only fostered cultural exchange and emotional
connections but also promoted personal growth for both students and orphans. Many of my students,
coming from diverse countries like the United States, Korea, China, and the Philippines, developed valuable
leadership and cultural adaptation skills while interacting with children from different backgrounds.
Moreover, some of the students returned to the orphanage on their own time to volunteer throughout the

year.

Another successful initiative was a fundraising campaign for Food Bank Kansai that I organized in
collaboration with Konan University during an English and Leadership summer day camp. This event saw
participation from fifty-four students and seven teachers representing various nationalities. The morning
day-camp session featured a variety of 55-minute mini-courses taught in English, covering topics such as
Sign Language, hip-hop dance, guitar, yoga, and photography. This format allowed participants to explore
new subjects while enhancing their communication skills. In the afternoon, we held a charity raffle where
students purchased tickets for prizes donated by teachers, ultimately raising a record 41,000 yen for the
food bank. Teachers added another 25,000 yen to the donation. All proceeds were directed toward
purchasing rice, the most urgently needed item during a national rice shortage, thereby benefiting the
Nishinomiya community. Participating in fundraising activities not only empowers students to contribute
meaningfully to their community but also instills in them a sense of responsibility and compassion that can

last a lifetime.
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Since its inception in 2008, the English & Leadership Camp has been dedicated to
offering students unique opportunities to foster cooperation, enhance their motivation to
learn and inspire leadership qualities. By taking learning outside the traditional
classroom setting, the program engages students in activities that help build
confidence—confidence that later translates into improved communication in their
regular classes. Over the years, the camp has also evolved to incorporate an appreciation
for Japanese culture and offers participants a chance to engage in community service.

Unfortunately, our traditional overnight camps stopped due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and a lack of funding. In response, we launched "English & Leadership Day Camps™ in
2021, with sponsorship from the International Exchange Center. Rather than an outdoor
experience, these day camps take place on campus, offering a blend of educational and
recreational activities within a safe, semi-socially distanced environment. In addition,
the program emphasizes raising awareness about local community needs, giving
students opportunities to contribute by fundraising for Food Bank Kansai or donating to
the Kobe Shonen no Machi orphanage in Suma.

In 2022, we expanded the camp's offerings by collaborating with Konan University,
introducing new dimensions and activities to provide our students with a more enriching
crossover experience. This collaboration has continued, and our most recent event took
place on September 21st at Konan CUBE in Nishinomiya. A total of 54 students and
seven teachers participated, representing diverse nationalities, including Japan, South
Korea, China, the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Hungary, Canada, and
the United States.

The morning portion of the event featured a variety of 55-minute mini-courses, taught
by both students and teachers in English. These courses covered a wide range of topics,
including Sign Language, Hip-hop dance, guitar and drum playing, yoga, River Dance,
photography, magic tricks, and more. This gave participants the chance to explore new
subjects while practicing their communication skills using English as the median
language.

The afternoon began with a charity raffle, where students purchased tickets for a chance
to win items donated by the teachers. Prizes included new or unused t-shirts, mugs,
professional Australian football memorabilia, books, and other novelty items from
around the world. The raffle raised 41,000 yen—a record for our day camps—with all
proceeds donated to Food Bank Kansai to support the Nishinomiya community. The
funds will be used to purchase rice, the item most needed by the food bank during a
national rice shortage.

Following the raffle, students were divided into eight teams to compete in the "Day
Camp Olympic Games," which served as the main event. This fun-filled activity
promoted bonding and friendship between students from Otemae and Konan
Universities, fostering a strong sense of camaraderie.



Overall, the Day Camp was a success, cultivating teamwork, collaboration, and a spirit
of generosity among the participants. Many valuable friendships were formed, and the
experience promises to boost students' motivation as they head into the fall semester.
We look forward to having Otemae host English & Leadership Camp 2025 as we aspire
to continue this partnership for years to come.
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Otemae University
Institute of International Education
Syllabus

Course:
GJS 45230: English as a Tool for Communication

Instructor:
Name: Gordon Carlson
Email: eee(@eee. 00 00

Office Hours: Thursday 9:00 a.m. — 11:00 p.m.

Course Description:

As global citizens, it is of great importance for us to expand our world view in
order to promote peace and contribute to the international community. As
countries of the world become more connected each passing day, what happens
on one side of the world affects what happens on the other side. With this in
mind, students will consider what they can contribute to a better world that uses
English as a common language. They will get in touch with their own cultural
identities while at the same time learn to value world diversity. Ultimately,
students will become sharpened, contributing world citizens that can pass on a
better world to future generations.

Recommended Prerequisite: A minimum “A” average or above in LEO 400
courses or TOEIC level of at least 550 or above.

Course Student Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
Reaffirm their own cultural identities, deepening understanding about the
impact of language and culture on the formation of identity.
Gain basic knowledge of the development of English into a world language
with ownership for all people, not just Inner Circle countries.
Acquire knowledge of the importance of English in the modern world and how
it can be used to contribute to a better society.
Think, discuss, present and form opinions and judgment on a variety of
subjects.
Develop deeper cultural awareness, exposing stereotypes, biases, and cultural



misconceptions.
6.) Cultivate confidence using English as a tool to achieve purpose.

V. Required Materials:
1.) A hard binder for which to construct a student portfolio. All other materials will
be provided by the instructor.
2.) Access to a computer to access the university el-Campus System. Additionally,
each student should have a working university email address.

NOTE: Check for weekly messages and updates on el-Campus.

VI.  Grading Criteria:

1.) Attendance and Participation 30%
2.) Homework 30%
3.) Mid-term Paper 20%
4.) Final Position Paper 20%

1.) Attendance and Participation:

Students will be rewarded up to five points per class for the following criteria: coming
on time, coming prepared, speaking voluntarily, and having a great attitude toward
others.

2.) Homework:

Various short assignments will be given each week to prepare students for class
discussions. Homework is expected to be completed before class so that all students
arrive prepared to participate.

3.) Mid-term Paper:

In the middle of the term students will be expected to give a more detailed paper on a
social issue. Further details will be discussed in class.

4.) Final Position Paper:

At the end of the term there will be a position paper on a world issue to be discussed at
a United Nations simulation.



Schedule:

Week

Agenda

Assignments:

Week 1: Orientation and
Opening Activities

This class will give students and
overview and spell out
expectations for the course. An
introduction to the history of the
English language will be given
through some interactive

activities.

Read and follow the
assignment for Creating a Boro
which is part of a joint project
we will be doing with a high
school economics class in the
United States.

Week 2: Self-introductions and
Introduction to Immigration in

Japan

Some impromptu
self-introductions will be made in
English, followed by more
interactive activities and an
introduction to next week's topic.
We will also form groups for an
exchange project with a high
school in the United States.

Based on the template, research
assignment on Japanese figures
who have made an impact
abroad Read “Why do so few
Japanese want to work

overseas?”

Week 3: Japanese Who Cross
the Border

There are various Japanese
personalities who have crossed
borders into foreign lands to
make an impact on our world.
This part of the course will
explore such people and their
drive to make a mark on our
world. In turn, how can we
expand our own boundaries
become contributing global

citizens?

Report on Japanese figures
abroad to use for discussion.
Read “Kenji Goto — A man who
told stories of ordinary
people.”

*Start group project on
videos representing Japan to
send to our high school
partners in America.

*Start letter to child in
Georgia, USA

Week 4: Japanese Who Cross
the Border (continued)

A continuation of last week's
topic will occur based on student

research.

Based on the template, report
on English trends in Japan.
Read “Japan’s no immigration
policy’ as solid as ever” and
“How Asians View Each
Other.” *Continue work on

video on Japan.




Week 5: Language and Culture

Although less than 1.7% of the
population is foreign-born,
children of mixed descent are
rising in stature. What are the
advantages and disadvantages to
being “half” in Japan? This
segment of the course will
examine the lives of such people
and their contribution to society.
A special forum that includes a
movie and panel discussion in
English will also be included as
an extracurricular activity at this

time.

Based on the template, report
on short films and prep for a
mini forum related to this
course. Read “Ariana
Miyamoto — A new kind of
queen” and “Japan may boost
immigration numbers.”

Videos due.

Week 6: Language and Culture

Discussion will be continued
from last week based on student
research.

*We will likely have a special

guest speaker!

Based on the template, write a
comparative report on various
media resources and biases

based on your own research.

Week 7: Media and Culture

What we know and believe is
directly linked to what we learn
through our own cultures and the
media. By comparing various
sources, this segment of the
course will cause us to consider
how we collect and absorb
various data. What prejudices

and biases will we find?

Continue and finish the report

on media resources and biases.

Week 8: Media and Culture

The discussion will continue
from last week based on student

research.

Based on the template,
compare and contrast different
media on current conflicts and
various troubles in the world.
Read three of the provided
articles on the current
administration’s policies or

three articles on a current




conflict.

Week 9: Using English to
Contribute to the Developing
World

How is English used to help
developing countries? As global
citizens, it is in our best interest
to contribute to needs in
developing countries as well as
conduct business. Additionally,
third-world economic ties to us
are rapidly increasing. This
section of our studies will devote
three weeks to focus on what
opportunities we have to assist
those in need. In addition, a
special charitable project will be

launched.

Using the template, report on
economic and social ties to
developing countries and how
English is used Read “Japan

in the World Community.”

Week 10: Using English to
Contribute to the Developing
World (continued)

We will continue the discussion

from last week.

Based on the template, report
on personal convictions

regarding the developing world

Week 11: Using English to
Contribute to the Developing
World (continued)

We will continue with last week's
topic and wrap up this segment of
the course. Around this time, we
will have a special webinar with
William T. Dwyer High School

outside of the classroom hour.

Using the template, write a
report on the role of the United
Nations. Read the “Declaration
of Human Rights” in both
English and Japanese and be

familiar with it.

Week 12: English for Discussion
(Model UN Debate)

As the most representative
inter-governmental organization
of the world today, the United
Nations' role in world affairs is of
utmost importance. The United
Nations makes substantial
contributions in maintaining
international peace and security,
promoting cooperation among
states and international

development. This segment of

Personal studies for what roles
will be played at our UN
debate. Use the template
provided to start a position
paper that will be part of your

final presentation.




the course will examine the roles
that the United Nations plays and
how English is used to bridge
humanity together to face the

challenges of global issues.

Week 13: English for Discussion

(continued)

We will continue last week's

topic based on student research.

Preparation for a UN debate
and work on your position
paper. Read “Having a

successful UN Simulation.”

Week 14: English for Discussion
(continued)

We will conduct a formal UN
debate in class over real-life

issues.

Prepare for final presentation.

Details will be given in class.

Week 15: Final Presentations

Final presentations will be
conducted based on the students’
own research. This will be a time
of reflection on what was
discussed throughout the course
and how students can contribute
to the world community through
using English.

Have a wonderful break! See
some of you in class or zemi

next year!




Otemae University
Institute of International Education
Syllabus

I. Course:
GJS 45375: Music and Culture

I1. Instructor:
Name: Gordon Carlson
Email: eee(@eee .00 00

Office Hours: Thursday 9:00 a.m. ~ 12:00 p.m.

III.  Course Description:
Through comparative study, this course illuminates the commonalities between
music culture in Japan and America as well as underscoring their differences.
We reassess both the United States and Japan's place in the world music scene
and their strong interconnections.

Recommended Prerequisite: To comprehend this class, it will help to have an
“A” average or above in a LEO 400 course or TOEIC level of 550 or above.

IV.  Course Student Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
1.) read and discuss academic readings about artists in English and write responses
that critically engage with the readings.
2.) identify various musical styles according to the era from which they came.
Furthermore, they will connect them to the history and culture from those
periods.

V. Required Materials:
1.) A hard binder for which to construct a student portfolio. All other materials will
be provided by the instructor.
2.) Access to a computer to access the university el-Campus System. Additionally,
each student should have a working university email address.

NOTE: Check for weekly messages and updates on el-Campus.



V1.  Grading Criteria:
1. Class participation: 30%
2. Weekly homework: 40%
3. Presentation: 10%
4. Final project: 20%

1.) Attendance and Participation:

Students will be rewarded up to five points per class for the following criteria: coming
on time, coming prepared, speaking voluntarily, and having a great attitude toward
others.

2.) Homework:

Various short assignments will be given each week to prepare students for class
discussions. This is something you MUST do before class so that class time can go
smoothly.

3.) Presentation:

At one point of the term, students will be expected to give a more detailed paper on a
social issue or band. Further details will be discussed in class.

4.) Final Project:

At the end of the term there will be a collective and reflective paper done for students to
share any final conclusions on the issues that are covered throughout the course.



Week

Agenda

Assignments:

Week 1: Orientation and
Opening Activities

Course expectations, outline and
introduction. Student and teacher

introductions

Read the course outline and

explanation.

Week 2: 1940s-1950s

From Occupation to Freedom:
The Musical Scene in Postwar
Japan

Assigned reading and worksheet

from the instructor

Week 3: 1950s

Rock 'N' Roll Era: the blending of
Afro-American music into the

mainstream

Assigned reading and worksheet

from the instructor

Week 4: 1950s

Rockabilly and the effects of

Western music on Japan

Assigned reading and worksheet

from the instructor

Week 5: 1960s

Anti-establishment and Cultural
Revolution: War, Peace and the
Baby Boomer Generation

Assigned reading and worksheet

from the instructor

Week 6: 1960s

Social change: Revolution and

music in Japan

Assigned reading and worksheet

from the instructor

Week 7: 1970s

Music, Nationality, Ethnicity and
the creation of Enka as "tradition"

Assigned reading and worksheet

from the instructor

Week 8: 1970s

Freedom and Self-Actualization:
Homosexuality, Hispanics,
Afro-Americans in the

mainstream / Disco

Assigned reading and worksheet

from the instructor

Week 9: 1980s

Bubblegum pop and economic

bubbles in Japan

Assigned reading and worksheet

from the instructor

Week 10: 1980s

Pop Culture Goes Global

Assigned reading and worksheet

from the instructor

Week 11: 1990s

J-Pop around the World and
beyond

Assigned reading and worksheet

from the instructor

Week 12: 1990s

Multiculturalism and Alternative
Media

Assigned reading and worksheet

from the instructor

Week 13: 2000s to present

The place of local folk music and
protest music in the Japan music

scene today

Assigned reading and worksheet

from the instructor

Week 14: 2000s to present

Current Trends and Fads

Prepare for final presentation.

Details will be given in class.

Week 15: Final Presentations

Presentation of final projects,

course summary and wrap-up

Have a wonderful break!




II.

1.

IVv.

Syllabus

Course:
Philosophy & Society (Japan Global Studies Course)

Instructor:
Name: Gordon Carlson
Email: eee(@eee. 00 00

Office Hours: Thursday (Shukugawa) 3:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Course Description:

This course is more than an introduction to philosophy. It is designed for
students to come up with their own questions, gather information on their
questions, construct new ideas, present, and then reflect on their conclusions.
The main goal is for learners to exercise the ability to come up with criteria to
help them make real-life decisions. Students will be expected to participate in
class discussions, read assigned materials, critique films, keep a portfolio, and
make two presentations based on their own thoughts and research.
Recommended Prerequisite: To pass this course, it will help if students have at
least an “A” or “B” average in a LEO 400 course or a minimum TOEIC score of
550.

Course Student Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1.) Develop well-informed arguments about major issues affecting modern society.
2.) Acquire of a higher understanding of the types of philosophy and how it effects

everyday decisions.

3.) Develop a world view of philosophical thought
4.) Analyze local, Japanese, and worldwide resources for research.

V. Required Materials:

1.) A hard binder for which to construct a student portfolio. All other reading
materials will be provided by the instructor.

2.) Access to a computer to access the university el-Campus System. Additionally,
each student should have a working university email address.
NOTE: Check for weekly messages and updates on el-Campus.



VI.  Grading Criteria:

1.) Attendance and Participation 30%
2.) Homework (10 weeks x 5 points each) 50%
3.) Mid-term Debate 10%
4.) Final Reflection Paper 10%

1.) Attendance and Participation:

Students will be rewarded points per class for the following criteria: coming on time,
coming prepared, speaking voluntarily, and having a positive attitude toward others.

2.) Homework:

Various short assignments will be given each week to prepare students for class
discussions. This is something you MUST do before class so that everyone can
participate in class. Each assignment is worth five points:

0 points The assignment is copied or not received.

1 point The assignment is on time but not complete or very poorly done.

2-3 points | The assignment is on time but rushed and not complete. The writing does
not quite follow the guidelines.

4 points The assignment is on time, complete, and meets expectations.

5 points The assignment is on time, complete, and goes beyond the standard. The

student shows that he or she did research and might cite references.

3.) Mid-term Debate:

In the middle of the term students will be expected to take part in a class debate on a
social issue. Further details will be discussed in class.

4.) Final Paper:

At the end of the term there will be a reflective paper done in order for students to share
any final conclusions on the issues that are covered throughout the course.




Week Date Unit Lesson/Plan Remember to...
1 April 16th “What is Philosophy?” and Read “Happiness”
Course Outline
2 April 23rd Philosophy of Human Nature Read “Quest for
Part | (“Happiness”) Happiness in Japan.”
3 April 30th Philosophy of Human Nature Watch Sam Bern’s
Part Il (“Lying”) video and write report.
4 May 7th Aesthetics Part | Read “Absolute Ethics
(“What is Beauty?”) vs. Graded Ethics”
5 May 14th Aesthetics Part 11 Read “For or Against
(“What is good/bad entertainment?”’) Beauty Contests”
6 May 21st Epistemology Part | Read “You Decide - a
(“A Case Study”) Crime Scene”
7 May 28th Epistemology Part 11 No Assignment
(“A Debate” / Mid-term)
8 June 4th Philosophy of Religion Part || Read“Why Bad Things
(“Why do bad things happen?”) Happen”
9 June 11th Philosophy of Religion Part 11 Read “Philosophy of
Education”
10 June 18th Philosophy of Education Part | | Read “State vs Sam” and
(“Raising Children”) “Japanese Orphans”
11 June 25th Philosophy of Education Part Il | Read “War! What is it
good for?”
12 July 2nd Philosophy of Society / Ethics Read “Capital
Part | (“Kantian vs. Utilitarian”) Punishment”
13 July 9th Philosophy of Society / Ethics Read “Euthanasia”
Part 11 (“Prison or Death Penalty?”)
14 July 16th Philosophy of Society / Ethics | Prepare for final
(“Euthanasia”) paper!
15 July 23rd Final Presentations Have an amazing

and Closing Activities

summer!!






